Deuteronomy 26: 16 - 19

This very day the Lord your God is commanding you to observe these statutes and
ordinances; so observe them diligently with all your heart and with all your soul. Today
you have obtained the Lord’s agreement: to be your God; and for you to walk in his
ways, to keep his statutes, his commandments, and his ordinances, and to obey him.
Today the Lord has obtained your agreement: to be his treasured people, as he promised
you, and to keep his commandments; for him to set you high above all nations that he has
made, in praise and in fame and in honour; and for you to be a people holy to the Lord
your God, as he promised.

Philippians 3: 10 - 14

I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings
by becoming like him in his death, if somehow | may attain the resurrection from the
dead. Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but | press
on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, | do not
consider that | have made it my own; but this one thing | do: forgetting what lies behind
and straining forward to what lies ahead, | press on towards the goal for the prize of the
heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.

Joshua 3:1-5

Early in the morning Joshua rose and set out from Shittim with all the Israelites, and they
came to the Jordan. They camped there before crossing over. At the end of three days the
officers went through the camp and commanded the people, “When you see the ark of the
covenant of the Lord your God being carried by the levitical priests, then you shall set out
from your place. Follow it, so that you may know the way you should go, for you have
not passed this way before. Yet there shall be a space between you and it, a distance of
about two thousand cubits; do not come any nearer to it.” Then Joshua said to the people,
‘Sanctify yourselves; for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.’

1 Corinthians 9: 24 — 27

Do you not know that in a race the runners all compete, but only one receives the prize?
Run in such a way that you may win it. Athletes exercise self-control in all things; they
do it to receive a perishable garland, but we an imperishable one. So | do not run
aimlessly, nor do | box as though beating the air; but I punish my body and enslave it, so
that after proclaiming to others I myself should not be disqualified.



